
 

AF Portal: Under AF Banner, select “Telling the Air Force Story”– Published by SAF/PAX; DSN: 227-7300 
 

VIEW FROM THE TOP:   
“…We increased investments in proven capabilities most relevant both to current wars and to the most likely and lethal future threats.  
This follows the overall approach to budgeting set by the President: use precious taxpayer dollars to invest in key priorities critical to 
the core mission while cutting or reforming programs that are outdated, duplicative, or ineffective.”   

Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates, 6 Jan 2011  
“…the Secretary directed us to look for ways to reduce overhead costs, improve our business practices, and continue to squeeze and 
eliminate excess or troubled programs, to save money inside the defense budget as a means towards reallocating those resources 
toward the tooth of the services to protect the size, the reach, the strength, the flexibility of our military despite the declining rate of 
growth and eventually flattening of the defense budget.”  

Michael B. Donley, Secretary of the Air Force, 12 Jan 2011 

AIR FORCE PRIORITIES 
CONTINUE TO STRENGTHEN AIR FORCE NUCLEAR ENTERPRISE 

PARTNER WITH THE JOINT AND COALITION TEAM TO WIN TODAY’S FIGHT 
DEVELOP AND CARE FOR AIRMEN AND THEIR FAMILIES 

MODERNIZE OUR AIR, SPACE, AND CYBERSPACE INVENTORIES, ORGANIZATIONS AND TRAINING 
RECAPTURE ACQUISITION EXCELLENCE 
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AIM HIGH…FLY-FIGHT-WIN 

 

THE MISSION OF THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE IS TO FLY, FIGHT AND WIN...IN AIR, SPACE AND CYBERSPACE 

MODERNIZE OUR AIR, SPACE, AND CYBERSPACE INVENTORIES, ORGANIZATIONS AND TRAINING 
Fundamental to our Air Force is the ability to exploit air, space and cyberspace.  As the nation adapts to an evolving threat environment 
across the spectrum of operations, the Air Force must maintain a comprehensive set of capabilities—organizations, Airmen, and 
equipment–-available to any combatant commander in any scenario. 

Long Range Strike 

 SecDef directed the AF initiate a program for a new long-range penetrating bomber to continue to provide the President with options 
to hold any target at risk at any point on the globe.  
o Part of a broader family of systems related to long range strike, it will accommodate manned or unmanned operations, be nuclear 

capable, and provide great operational flexibility to joint commanders.  

 It will leverage mature technologies, reducing program risk, to allow greater confidence in delivering on schedule and in quantities that 
support long term sustainment of long range strike capabilities before the current aging fleet goes out of service.  

 We’ll use streamlined management , constrain requirements, and make capability tradeoffs, as needed, based on affordability. 
EELV 

 Enable increased procurement of Evolved Expendable Launch Vehicles (EELV), critical to our space launch capabilities, to ensure access 
to space for both military and other government agencies and to provide stability to the industrial base. 

ISR 

 Produce our advanced MQ-9 “Reaper” capabilities at a sustained rate, and stay “on track” with that program. 

 Further enable improved ISR capabilities in the transition of the MC-12 Liberty project into the AF base budget as an enduring mission 
by the end of FY17. 

Fighter Force 

 Continue to develop and procure of the modern, 5
th

 generation, multi-role F-35A as the centerpiece of our future precision attack 
capability:  complements F-22’s world class air superiority capabilities; designed to penetrate air defenses and deliver a wide range of 
precision munitions; increases allied interoperability and cost-sharing across Services and partner nations.   

 Design and develop structural and capability modifications for the F-16 Block 40/42/50/52 fleet airframes. SLEP initiatives are scalable 
and responsive to total fighter requirements.  We are also studying F-16 modernization efforts, to include new AESA radar, center 
displays, electronic warfare defensive suite, and an improved data-link in anticipation of F-35A delivery delays.      

 Modernize legacy F-15s, equipping them for the future with Active Electronically Scanned Array (AESA) radars, and updated flight 
programs. Other programs underway include an advanced display core processor upgrade with vertical situation display. beyond line of 
sight radios, and Link-16 cryptographic upgrades.   

KC-46A 

 Contract award to Boeing was announced 24 Feb 2011.  Competition was fair, open and transparent and the acquisition strategy was 
driven by clearly stated requirements defined by the warfighter. 

 The KC-46A will be capable of day and night operations and enable a rapid, global capability that will support US Joint, Allied and 
Coalition forces.   Boeing will deliver the first 18 aircraft by 2017, and eventually produce up to 179 KC-46As under the contract. 

INTEGRITY FIRST…SERVICE BEFORE SELF…EXCELLENCE IN ALL WE DO 

 


